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Panel to consider system for permanent moves

By STEPHEN LOSEY

DALLAS —A panel of experts
will sludy whether relocations

an be made easier on the tensof

thousands of federal civillan amd
military personnel who mowve
each year hacanse of Ltheir jobs.
The General Services Adminis-
Leation sald June S iE will foom «
commities of government and
rmowing industry efficials Lo re-
view roelocation allowances, Te-
imbursaments, best praclices,
The Governmentwida Reloca-
tion Advisory Board, which will
be appointed by GSA Adminisira-
tor Stephen Perry, will also re-
view whether the administration
of employee relocglions can be
automated. The board will meet
monthly in Washington, hegin-
ping this swnrmer, vntil July 2005.
Civilizn agencies spend more
than $2 billion a year Lo move
about 40,000 employees; the De-
fense Depariment moves about
DIHL000 service members each
year, said Greg McIniyre, presi-
dent of mLINGS, a Fairfax, Va.-
based soltware devaloper. The
firm has developed an aubomated
system to calenlate relmburse-
menis for employes relocations,
Company representatives demon:
gtrated the spstem at the Nation-
2l Trave! Forum here June 29,
The Web-based program, called

relolIMNG, is similar to the online
travelrooking systems being de-
veloped by GSA and the Defensa
Departrnent

Tracking the costs of these
mowes is difficult with the paper-
hased relocaikon syslem many
agencies use, Mclnfyre said. An
gutemated relocation system
would let Lhe government collect
datz on how much it spends and
use Fhat to negotiabe volume dis-
comnts with moving and storage
companies, Melntyre said.

Melntyre said the government
spends at least $50 million for ad-
mintstrative costs relabed bo mow-
ing. He said an aulomated reloca:
Hom spstem would let the govem-
mant halve those cosis.

The system wonld let clerks
who process relocalion expenses
track what employses spend
Iocking [or new homes. Thal
conld inclode rental cars, aic
[ares, tempoerary quarlers, ship-
ping, stomge and other costs,

It can also track Indging and
per diem payments for depend-
ents.

MLINGS' system is now only
for civilian agancies, since the
Pentagon handles moves differ-
ently. For instance, civilians re-
ceive a 10 percent refmbarsement
on a house's closing cost; service
members don't

Tero sgencies — Lhe Secret Ser
vice and Lhe Bureau of the Public

Debt — have already signed up
For one-year conlracts with
mLIMNQS for ils system.

Diznz Bonnell, & travel sendce
manager for the Pureau of the
Public Debt in Parkersburg,
W Vo, =aid her agency is im-
pressed with the relocation sys-
tomn and has installed 1L Howey-
er, the burean has not yel had

. time o learm
how to use ik
The bureau
moves ahout
GO0 employess
each year,

Tim Burke,
GSAs  travel
policy director,
said July 1 he
bhad not sesn
nLINGS' relocalion automation
program, but he lauded the pri-
vate sector’s initiative 1o devalop
new systerns for agencies.

“WeTe very glad vendors are
creating prodoct on (heir own
without the government asking,”
Burke said.

Burke said relocation servicas
could conceivably be connected
to the GSA's caline wavel booking
sysiemn, called E-travel

Air Foree Col. Brandy Johnson,
the program director for De-
lense’s online trase] system, sajd
the Delense Travel System also
coudd be expanded to handle re-
[nzatinns,
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